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A note from the NCWQ President
Dear Members and friends of NCWQ,
Welcome to the December edition of the NCWQ newsletter. | do hope that this

correspondence finds you enjoying some well earned time resting with your family and
friends and reflecting on the events of 2017.

Earlier this month, members and friends of NCWQ celebrated Christmas at our annual
luncheon at Th&VomensCollege within the University of Queensland. As in past years, gifts
were donated to our selected beneficiary, this year Access Community Services. The
generosity continues to be overwhelming, and | know appreciated by all of the recipients fq
whom this festive season and preparation for return to school can be quite difficult.

Planning is underway for the launch of the National Council of Young Women of Queensl
We anticipate that launch material should be distributed to members during early Februar
and we seek your support in commending this program to any young women in your ambit
a way to ensure that their voice is heard and acknowledged and that issues which are unid
to their generation are added to part of our advocacy.

We have also during the month of December farewelled Alison Muir from the Managemen?®
Committee. Alison has been a dedicated member of the Committee, supporting both myse_
and our Immediate Past President, Lyn Buckley, and we thank her for her contribution. Er ]
Cunningham has been appointed the new Secretary.

2018 looks to be an exciting year, and we look forward to your support.

The Womers Q,[_]ggt

Kind regards
CarolineSnow

National Council of Women of Queensland, ABN 43 025 349 777
Opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily coincide with those of the NCWQ. WWww.ncwg.org.au ﬂ NCWQ Newsletter, December 2017
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2018 NCWQ Bursary Program — watch this space!

Pl anning is underway for next year’'s bursary program.
Monday 16 April 2018 — Applications open

Monday 4 June 2018 — Applications close

Wednesday 25 July 2018 — Presentation

Sponsorships are being confirmed; personnel for Team Bursary 2018 brought together; and the background admin proceec

Please contact Kathy Cavanagh, Bursary Program Coordinator, for further information or if you would like to be involved.

E:bursaries@ncwaq.org.au

M: 0407 117 378

R: 2017 Bursary Recipientsg


mailto:bursaries@ncwq.org.au

Bursary Fundraising Morning Tea and Fashion Parade

TheNCWQbursary fundraising morning tea and fashion parade was held on 18 October. Its main
objective is to raise the funds for ti¢dCWQsponsored bursariesand the required target was met in
grand style.

With the ambience of asilveser vi ce morning tea and an excuse
acknowledge rural and regional women. This was demonstrated in a number of ways, including the source
of a number of raffle prizes along with lucky door prizémoks written/themed on the outback etc.

Bella McDonald from a cattle property out from Cloncurry, entranced us with her cello playing. Now
completing Year 12 in Brisbane, her first lessons in playing the cello were as a primary student of Mt Is#
School of the A with the lessons conducted over the phone.

BecClapperton the recipient of the 2016 South Burnett Mayor bursary, inspired the audience of nearly
200, as she spoke. She used the analogy of life being like the hand of cards we araddalf making

the most of what we have been given, and her own experiences in managing the cards we would not h >
chosen. Just graduating with her Bachelor’'s degree,
enhance her studies, and then to China for her next learning adventure. Her love remains with the fami
property—a farmer at heart.

The fashions were provided I8oubretPink at Upper Mt Gravatt real fashions modelled by real women.
The ‘“buzz’ iIin the room was t Betggriainly providetd theeWOWe e d
factor. Funds raised ensure tiNCWQsponsored bursaries are financed for 2018. This function
epitomises the value of the bursary program and reminds us of its significance to its many and varied
recipients.




Featured Posts

Arts and Letters Report, November 2017 International Relations and Peace Report, December 2017
The General Assembly decided 2185 will be the Decade of Action In October Australia was voted onto the Human Rights
on Nutrition, Almost holiday time for some!! Wonderful wit, Council of the United Nationshis is a 3 year term
warmth and wisdom wait for us, this holiday season! commencing 01 January 2018ustralia joins an eclectic
For t hpeoort'i mehere’s the novell a array of nations, many who’'ve not
For thepoopocketere’s the | ibrar upholding humanrightsPer haps the UN’s strat
For the eternally avid reader, these countries participation on the council will remind their
publishing houses! representatives as to the articles contained in the UN Charter
For the heartsore, the saddened, there are songs and there is of Human Rights and urge their governments to act
world music! accordingly.A list of countries is available at:
For the seekers of social, political and cultural truthisere are www.un.orgen/gad 72/ meetings/ el ections/ hr
some welcome reprints! . ....... [ t o clickhered mor e, [to read moreclick here]

Welcome to NCWQ Anna Dwyer!

To view the updated list of Honorary Life Members, click HERE.


http://ncwq.org.au/nutrition-report-september-2017
http://ncwq.org.au/ncwq-child-and-family-report-september-2017
http://ncwq.org.au/2012/wp-content/uploads/7.-Honorary-Life-Members-2017-18.doc
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Tribute to Alison Armstrong OAM, 1921-2017 ey

o

Some of us remember Alison Armstrong asNBVQT reasurer and member of the Executive Committee; others will instantly
think of the War Widows Association and her contribution to that organisation. In this the Centenary year of the landing at
Gallipoli and seventy years since the end of World War 11, | thought it appropriate to honour Alison and her servioeitiyour ¢
- Noela O’Donnell

Alison Armstrong was born Alison Laura Franddudgee New South Wales in 1921. Her parents were Egbert Dunkerton and
Laura Louise Francis. She was the only child of older parents, and spent most of her early childhood in Fiji where \nas fathe
manager of a CSR sugar estate. Thanks to an Indian amah, she had an early fluency in both English and Hindi. On ®ccasion
quiet little child playing i nwhchalwaysdittedhwould later telf herifatheexactly t t i
what the Indian speakers were saying to each other, thus giving him the upper hand in negotiations.

She was sent to boarding schedier first experience of schoeln Leuraat the age of 8, where she was called Pip / Pippa /
Pippy, being short for pipsqueak, as she was the youngest and smallest of the boarders. This was followed by I8aysbedaat
School. Sadly, her mother died suddenly when she was 12, however she spent much time with a cousin, whose Mum virtuall
adopted her.

She completed her secondary schooling\abotsleigh and achieved an excellent matriculation result. She excelleththsand

music. Alison’s daughter, Sue, was t mdthdteadnarmmad commentecthat at e
Alison was probably the most abiteathsstudent that she had ever had the pleasure of teaching. Unfortunately she was actively SR
discouraged by her school in followingnathg'science curriculum as such was not considered suitable for girls. Alison has told I iy e S SR e
me how much she loveshaths

I n 1939 Florence Violet McKenzie e SSigmlbngCorpsiVESLwhiahn dasd ¢ivilianct ed t he Women'’ s
voluntaryorganisationwhich offered free training in telegraphic and visual signaling to recruits wishing to entdetbiece

forces and the Merchant Navy. The trainers were fully trained female
Royal Australia Naval Service (WRANS) came from the ranksWEBEFlorence Violet McKenzie was affectionately referred
to MrsMa‘c” and she is often referred to as the “Mother of the WRANS”. T

telegraphy work at the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) wireless/transmitting station in Canberra, as part of a trial to fsadonp m

service aboard ships. Although the RAN and the Australian government were initially reluctant to support the idea, the demand

for seagoing personnel i mposed by t he PaciaduillaryseiiceinlO@2w t he WRANS f or ma
Over the course of World War Il over 3,000 women served in the WRANS. Women recruited into the WRANS were not permitted

to serve at sea, but were able to fill most shdrased positions.
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About the time of the start of World War I, Alison joindds M a c SigsallingCorp, and became proficient with Morse code. This was also the time when her
interest started in community service, as she was aefulyoemaova dll thefish bartes (shé e
worked there on Fridays) from the meals, then assist children unable to feed themselves. On 29 December 1942 Alisdn erfisted WR AN S, the w
of the Royal Australian Navy (RAN). Her role in the WRANS was a telegraphist and she was initially based at HMAS Hdtenantiingt in Harman Alison was
invited to go to the sick bay, lie in a bed with blankets pulled right up around her and photographs were taken. She ngad whe this was all about but a
photograph appeared in PIX magazine. Her next posting was to Townsville. Here she was in a team receiving Morse codfsonedapgesse ships. Her work
hours were from midday to 4:00pm; then a change of watch from 4 to 8:00pm or 4 to 6:00 or 6 to 8:00; then from 8:00prarna 2t was the heavy week.

The light week entailed only 2 x 24 hours with 12 hour watch. Three girls worked every watch plugranteteoperator. Theravas an armed guard outside their
door. Radio mechanics also worked in this area as they serviced the ships when they came into port.

i son and a coupl e therd wasno lekigemtiomand tleey werev i

Whil st on | eave in Townsuvi e Al
ith ants fl oating on ytohteytwergnotiwanted onbaamg.e n

I 1
served gin with orange juice w
The boat was th&rait

Alison met her husband Stuart Elliott Armstrong when based at Townsville. After a brief courtship they married and hondyom@malream Island. As a
married women she could no |l onger serve. She r et ur nMadangtooMa$lyg, thenento Okimada w
and then onto Japan with extra fuel under the wings. Following the three day flight he was a part of the occupationalipane. i

After Stuart’s return and demobil i zat i o KooialgimdatCeoyariadoeheast®de@risland todether with o u
Stuart’s brother Euan. After a couple of disastr ou kft dsrthe farghlwas nat suppsrong the a
three adults plus a growing number of ankl e Dbiters (Ecktbsomenme wilo h&thever lived s
out of sight of the sea, or experienced the suffering involved with starving stock.

It was at this stage her interest was entrenched in community service, becoming involved in the Céd&atvhere she filled the roles of secretary and
treasurer. Alison was also involved with the Io0R&lagain as secretary/treasurer.

Once her first two children, John and Sue, were at boarding school and the second two, lan and Peter, were deradimgPrimary School, she found herself
with some time on her hands and enrolled in a correspondence course in accountancy, which she completed in a littleanseitiyeuld have been in record
time except for requiring some time off after surgery.

During the later years of this course, she commenced working in Dalby with the accounting firm SteverSadaoéf Stuart was concerned about her traveling
the lonely country roads so persuaded her to enroll in the local pistol club and purchase a pistol. Sue recalls shédhgaekpilg Momma! True to form, in next
to no time she was involved in the running of the club and became treasurer.



Tribute to Alison Armstrong

After qualifying as a Public Accountant in the earlg 7 ,@&lisen commenced her own accountancy practice when Mr Stevenson left for Brisbane, continuing to
practice in Dalby, but also doing a lot of taxation work for the local farmers andandalginrand district on the weekends. She also qualified as an auditor and
became an honorary Justice of the Peace. She was the honorary auditor for a large number of organizations including itheny/&uild, Naval Association
Australi a, Nati onal Party, Ashgrove Historical Association and the Wo
Her interest in the welfare of “the man on the | and” rdimddtabk &grestmandetnfoc o
her, leading her to become heavily involved with at first the Country Party, and later the National Party. She was at tira€3emtral Council, Divisional
President of the South West Region, President of Cun nShemgdnzade alvife Menmbér ofa n
the Young Nationals in appreciation of her long hours auditing, as well as the involvement in key positions within theggnior

At this time she also developed a desire to improve her ability at public speaking and joined the Toastmistgasssation quickly becoming an executive
member, but this time she was the presideBhe continued to maintain links with the CWA &felL

In 1980 her dearly beloved husband and best friend Stuart died an untimely death from lung cancer. She subsequentlyatesibtecher very large

accountancy practice, which at one stage wassidered by the tax office to have the largest number of taxation returns for a single practitioner in Queensland
She “retired” to Brisbane about 20 years ago, al t ho umhHillAkattoir Board. She alsoe d
worked as a volunteer for the Cancer Fund, where she used to meet and greet country people arriving by plane or traaménf@riSancer treatment, then

drive them to their appointments as well as doing office work and speaking to children in sespoéading the SunSmart Megga

Alison became an active member of the War Widows Guild as well as the Retired Naval Officers Association. Her daughteRSués f A 1S (2 (K
2F YAYS GKFG &Ll NJ[?.I? KSNJ AYiSNBald Ay GKS DdzAt R | & L idédwskodld dofith Kdnednevitis y
€2dzNJ FoAfAGe YR SELISNIAAS 0SAy3 Ay@2ft SR Ay (GKSANI 2NHIyAal GA2YyE D

It was as a del egate of the War Wi dow s Guild that Alngasthatrebserer,anoke framn v o
which she resigned for health reasons. Alison was in Hawaii and was about to board a submarine when she suffered alrdphuiread aortic aneurysm, which
has a survival rate of approximately 1%.

Al'i son’s work has been acknowl edged over the years i nQudensldndveterarsespacillyg r
war widows. In 2003, on her retirement as State President, she was awarded a Certificate of Appreciation in gratefubrecblgyial and dedicated service to
the War Widow' s Guil d. In that same year she r ecei v(@ul)fathe State affQdeerfsland. In2 5

2004 Alison received a Certificate of Appreciation for services as Director of the Returned Services League (Qld) Walrbressratd and in 2006 received the
Premiers Award for Queensland Seniors for volunteering in local communities. And in June 2007 Alison received a M&fakoiothaustralia (OAM) for
services to the community, particularly through organisations supporting war widows, veterans and their families.

After retirement Alison lived at Ashgrove from about 199B5; thenmoved to Aveo (Albion) in late 2005. Her last home Bemvalat Maleny where she played
her last bridge game the week before she died.



Tribute to Alison Armstrong

She had 4 children, 13 grandchildren, and an ever increasing crew ofggasatchildren. During her life time she
saw and experienced much including seeing Anna Pavlova dance in Sydne
Corp de Ballet); she saw Don Bradman bat in the infamous bodyline series when an uncle took her to the test and

she saw the cutting of the ribbon by the interloper Francis de Groot at the opening of the Sydney Harbour Bridg

Sadly Alison passed away peacefully on Wednesday 29 November 2017 after a-lifeedieNVe acknowledge
Alison’s many contributions to our community and

May she rest in peace.

Said Alison’s daughter ...

It would be closer to 20 years rather than 30 years when Mum" retired": After retirement she lived at Ashgrove
from about 19941995; thenmoved to Aveo (Albion) in late 2005.

Increasing back trouble necessitated a stay in St Andrew's in February, by now she was very handvitapped
activities of daily life so needed 24/7care. The movEitowalwas traumatic at first, but she soon settled in,
meeting lots of new friends and catching up with some old ones. A couple of the residents expressed a desire
play bridge, so Mum and some othaisedthe group. Her last bridge game would have been a week before she
died.

She had a severe stroke early Monday morning November 27th, and was transfeEenital'spalliative care
unit..As Mum had documented her wishes in both an AHD and a Statement of Choices this could be speedily
accomplished in spite of the stroke causing total aphgkizannot emphasise enough how important it is to have
this kind of documentation..... and someone who knows where it is I&p)was kept comfortable, and pain free
until she passed in the early hours of Wednesday morning with 3 of us at her bedside.

The care provided d&rowalwas extraordinary; when | arrived at her bedside at 3am one of the carers was with
her, holding her hand, and quietly, gently talking to her. After the stroke she was never alone, with staff
frequently dropping in for a few reassuring words and a cuddle for Mum.



Dr Laurel Macintosh OBE

Quota International Brisbane City Club Inc., an organisation affiliated with the National Council of Women of Queensland Inc.
(NCWQ hosted a High Tea at the United Service Club, Brisbane to celebrate the 60 years Quota International (Ql) membership
of Dr Laurel Macintosh OBE.

Over these year s, Laurel’s contributi on Hbandl98BO)andione@ad udes spent two t
Secretary. She held various Board roles for most of the first 30 years.

Although a nonagenarian, Laurel recently chaired the portfolio of Community Service (the most diverse arwhsomaing of

the areas of service). Laurel freely gives of her knowledge and expertise to the Club and its members on the many and varied

projects undertaken.

She was awarded Quota Woman of the Year in 1984 and again in 1997 for her work to improve the status of women as she
worked tirelessly for women’'s rights. During her second term as Presi
to the NCWQtaking up thepositonof state convenor for women and employment.

Dr Laurel Macintosh was the first President of the National Council of Women of Queensland who also held a full time job and
she remar ked at t hshould attemspt thistsecand fetiimesjob ffar $ofit is debcabed by former Presidents,
because this is a likely pattern for the future. With more women working for a longer period of their lives, the Cobaed teill
adapt to the changingorder” Thi s was in 1977!

And Laurel ' s wor kaonoogmitment. &raduating fromn meditinein  f u | |
1946, she represented the very small number of women to do so. She held consultant
positions at the Princess Alexandra Hospital, The Repatriation Hospital Greenslopes, and

t he Royal Brisbane Hospital. At the Royal
Paediatric Ophthalmologist for almost three decades, from 1958 until 1985.

During this time, she established the multidisciplinary Queensland Paediatric Low Vision
Clinic, with outreach clinics for rural communities, working with amongst others, Dr Fred
Hollows.




Dr Laurel Macintosh OBE

She was President of the Queensland Branch of Royal College of Ophthalmologistsi,12&@eral councillor of the Collegetiih974, and a founding member of
t he Royal Australian Coll ege of Ophthal mol og®QMWS, LaurelHeld &écutive pdgitiand) includirtgh e
secretary (1988.987) and president (1988990). Dr Macintosh received honorary life membership ofAMAQIN 1996 after 50 years in the profession, and of the
QMWS n 2004. Co mbtiinmen gj ohbe’'rs ‘Ltawor eflu | dlGWQpresedeéneydn 1676.r f i r st ter m of

She was instrumental in obtaining late night shopping for Brisbane and Ipswich in December 1978, having made many apgpefararihedndustrial Court. How
we working women appreciated that and how many of our children started theirtpag working life on Thursday night and Sataydn the local supermarket.

When asked about how she overcome the strong male dominated opposition to extended shopping hours in the Industriall@@irtis he r e s p &errd e
Masonon t hem”

During a personal meeting with the Prime Minister of Australia the Honourable Malcom Fraser Laurel sought informatiamaem laetiaken by the Australian
Government on the UN Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against We@EDAW

An extract from theNCWQn e ws  rMemabdrs oNCWhonour Laurel for the manner in which she addressed herself to the important task, not sparing herself
physically or mentally, giving every item of business meticulous attention.

“The committee included women from all walks of life with widely varying opinions, but at all times Dr Macintosh presmoedlanc gentle approach conducive
02 KIFEN¥Y2ye YR GKS STFAOASYU RS&LI GOK 2F o0dzaAySaaoé

Laurel was also the first person to beetected to the position oONCWQoresident, this time filling the role from 1995 to 1998.

I n her Final Presidents repoKB toIlRAFITCESYOCRF PRYSYQE LRDAEGENRBEt By Rd! R
to some extent. However | believe very strongly that there is a place for a body of women, representing many diversgantatebe views of thinking women to
Government and other bodies. It is not enough to have people from bureaucracy and the exceptional women, who make updddeilsoigeciding what suits
ordinary women in their everyday family, employment and community life.

For 15 consecutive years, Laurel was the Queensland Convenor of the Women and Employment Standing Committee and fdive geasethie Health Adviser.
Laur el didn’t just contribute to the State body. ardntematibnal Sdcretary, Auatnaliaro u s
Convenor Standing Committee on Women and Empl oyment and,inNa78 Laarel beld hePfirst s
international position of Vic€onvenor Standing Committee for Women and Employment. Laurel attended International Trienfeaé@aes in Nairobi, Seoul,
London, Washington, Bangkok and Paris.



Dr Laurel Macintosh OBE

In July 1980 Laurel was one of 4 women from voluntary organisations funded federally to represent Australia at the Uniteddaade for

Women world conference in Copenhagen. Laurel enjoyed good relations with politicians, state and federal, and with théffexdeod the

Status of Women. She chaired the United Nations As s o0c upsothe d9i5 o f  /
Il nternati onal Women’s Year and when the Queensl and govesewasat es

founding member.

Laurel was appointed to the Order of the British Empire (OBE) in 1980. In 1984 Laurel was appointed an Honorary Lifef Menitetianal
Council of Women of Queensland and in 1988, Honorary LifePresdent of the National Council of Women of Australia.

The rest of her involvement with tidCWQand ANW ICW UNAAQLD JWYand so on are a matter of public record* and leave you in no doubt of
her achievements.

t NBLI NBR o6& vdz2il LYGSNYyFGA2ylrf . NRAOIYS /AdGeT Hodlah @RAY Y SIGWQOKS N
*http://www.womenaustralia.info/exhib/ncwa/presidentd 5.html



http://www.womenaustralia.info/exhib/ncwa/presidents-15.html

