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Caroline Snow
, the N

CW
Q

’s new
est President.

. 

Dear M
em

bers and friends of N
CW

Q
,

W
elcom

e to the Septem
ber edition of our new

sletter. Thank you to all our  m
em

bers and affiliates w
ho attended and 

participated in our conference and annual general m
eeting at the Q

ueen Alexandra Com
m

unity Centre  -Ido hope you 
found our speakers inspiring and inform

ative.

It is an honour to have been elected as President of the N
ational Council of W

om
en of Q

ueensland in its 112th year.  
In this edition of the new

sletter, I’d like to touch on 3 things: the focus for N
CW

Q
 this year, the value of education in creating 

positive change, and a little bit about m
e.

N
ow

 in its 112th year N
CW

Q
 as a peak representative body is as relevant today as it w

as w
hen it w

as founded.  Although 
som

e of the issues m
ay have changed, w

e still need to stand up and ensure local, state and federal leaders hear about the 
issues that are im

portant to our m
em

bers and the w
ider com

m
unity.  

This year N
CW

Q
 retains its focus on ensuring the voices of hom

eless and at risk w
om

en are heard.  This m
eans w

orking in 
conjunction w

ith our m
any affiliated organisations, w

hich advocate and fundraise to im
prove aw

areness of the plight of 
these w

om
en and their children.  W

hile the causes of hom
elessness are com

plex, it is exacerbated by current issues such as 
access to services, the cost of living and the ever increasing cost of essential utilities.
I have a keen interest in im

proving access to education -particularly for at risk, disadvantaged and underprivileged w
om

en and children through early education and 
the form

al education system
   w

hether this is through corporate, com
m

unity or governm
ent support.  

The reason Ifeel so strongly about this is because Ibelieve the only w
ay w

e can continue to w
ork tow

ards equality is to ensure
girls and boys start w

ith the sam
e 

educational opportunity.  Iknow
 Istand on the shoulders of m

any m
em

bers and presidents of N
CW

Q
 and its affiliates w

ho have w
orked tirelessly in this space.  

O
ur bursary program

 is one of the best exam
ples of how

 w
e can lift a young w

om
an into a better place financially and em

otionally
-a place that gives her the 

greatest opportunity of fulfilling their potential.  In the w
ords of Hellen Keller, the highest result of education is tolerance

and I’m
 sure w

e all can agree that a little 
bit of tolerance could go a long w

ay in the current clim
ate -education is indeed an investm

ent that does not depreciate.  
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And now
 to w

hy I’m
 standing here in front of you.  You m

ay know
 that I’m

 a corporate law
yer.  Som

e 
people think that corporate law

yers are devoid of com
passion.  W

ell, I’m
 here to tell you there are 

exceptions to the rule..

You m
ay also know

 that I’m
 a m

other of tw
o energetic boys, N

icholas 14 and Jam
es 5.  I’m

 doing m
y best to 

raise them
 as young m

en w
ho love and respect w

om
en.  

You m
ay not know

 that w
hen Iw

as nine years of age m
y father w

ent out on a w
eekend 

fishing w
ith his m

ates, never to return.  He w
as lost at sea.

M
y m

other raised m
y tw

o brothers and Ion her ow
n.  How

ever, she w
as not ‘alone’ and w

ith the 
assistance of local com

m
unity groups and church organisations, m

y m
other instilled in m

e the value of 
helping the m

ore vulnerable in our society.  

I w
ould not be here today if it w

ere not for the w
ork of strong w

om
en.  The selflessness of others has had a 

significant, positive im
pact on m

y life.  

I’m
 called to reciprocate this com

m
unity spirit and Ido so through m

y w
ork w

ith N
CW

Q
, m

y local parish 
and m

y sons’ schools.  

It is w
ith the deepest gratitude that Ithank each and every one of you for supporting m

e as your new
 

President.  Iam
 honoured and Iprom

ise to do m
y best to continue the N

CW
Q

’s critical and progressive 
w

ork on behalf of all of our m
em

bers, along w
ith our ever valuable m

anagem
ent com

m
ittee.

Caroline w
ith N

CW
Q

 outgoing President Lyn Buckley.
. 



W
ednesday 26 July 2017 saw

 the culm
ination of this year’s bursary program

 w
ith the presentation function. In the presence of ourPatron, His Excellency the 

Honourable Paul de Jersey AC, Governor of Q
ueensland, the recipients w

ere presented w
ith their bursaries by our sponsors. After addressing the audience of 

about 160, His Excellency presented the tw
o N

CW
Q

 bursaries to recipients Lucy Connolly (Regional/Rural bursary) and Charlotte
W

ilondja
(Refugee bursary). 

W
ith 31 bursaries on offer this year, the program

 w
as the largest yet, in term

s of both the num
ber of bursaries and applications. The program

 reaches across 
students from

 Year 12 to PhD level. It covers study areas from
 creative industry, nursing, journalism

, special education and early childhood, the sciences and 
leadership; to interests and achievem

ent in their local com
m

unity to LGBTIQ
; som

e w
ith disabilities or m

ental illness.  

The history of the program
 over previous years forew

arns us that the night w
ill be special. But w

e are still astounded each yearas w
e becom

e part of the journey 
of the various recipients in reaching that point. W

e are am
azed at w

hat 17-year oldshave already achieved; w
e recognise the obstacles that m

any have faced and 
conquered; and w

e are inspired by the determ
ination and passion that is so practically dem

onstrated. 

Already there is talk of new
 bursaries for the 2018 program

, so the grow
th of the program

, from
 2 bursaries in 2009, is expected

to continue in w
hat w

ill be the 
10

thyear of the program
. M

y thanks to Team
 Bursary –

w
e know

 that there is a lot of w
ork in the program

, but w
e also know

 that w
e receive back far m

ore than 
w

e give. 

-Kathy Cavanagh, N
CW

Q
 Bursary Coordinator
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2017 N
CW

Q
 Conference and Annual General M

eeting

G
enerational Change for W

om
en in Leadership w

as the them
e of the 112

thN
CW

Q
 Conference and Annual General 

m
eeting held on 5

thSeptem
ber 2017.  Assistant Com

m
issioner Paul Stew

art APM
, People Capability Com

m
and, 

Q
ueensland Police Service, Daphne Pirie AO

 M
BE and Cr Vicki How

ard spoke on the progression of w
om

en to 
leadership roles in the Q

ueensland Police Service, sport and politics.

The first w
om

en police officers joined the Police Service in 1931 after a cam
paign started by the N

ational Council of 
W

om
en of Q

ueensland in 1911 and supported by Irene Longm
an M

P, form
er N

CW
Q

 President (1920-1924) and the 
first w

om
an to stand for the Q

ueensland Parliam
ent. Today w

om
en m

ake up 30%
 of the Q

ueensland Police Service 
w

ith fem
ale officers in positions ranging from

 a Senior Constable in charge of a single person station in rural north 
Q

ueensland, to the Assistant Com
m

issioner of the Intelligence, Counter-Terrorism
 and M

ajor Events Com
m

and.

Daphne Pirie AO
 M

BE is one of Australia’s w
ell recognised nam

es in sport, not only as a perform
er in her ow

n right 
in golf and track and field and Australian representative in hockey, but also as a m

ajor contributor in sports 
adm

inistration.  Daphne has com
m

itted her life to the prom
otion of w

om
en in sport. As the founding president of 

W
om

ensportQ
ueensland, the first fem

ale vice-president of the Q
ueensland O

lym
pic Council, a board m

em
ber of 

the Q
ueensland Academ

y of Sport and president of the Gold Coast Sporting Hall of Fam
e Daphne has been at the 

forefront of establishing pathw
ays for w

om
en into leadership roles.

As Councillor for the Central W
ard com

prising the Central Business District, Fortitude Valley, N
ew

 Farm
, Spring 

Hill,Herston, Bow
en Hills, N

ew
stead and Teneriffe, Cr How

ard spoke of her determ
ination to enter local 

governm
ent w

ith several attem
pts at nom

inating for the Central W
ard and finally her success in being elected.  

Since being elected Cr How
ard has taken on the roles of Deputy Chair of City Planning and Deputy Chair of Council.  

Cr How
ard highlighted the achievem

ents and contributions of m
any w

om
en from

 sides of politics w
ho have 

contributed to all levels of governm
ent in Q

ueensland w
ith their leadership and determ

ination. 

The new
 N

CW
Q

 M
anagem

ent Com
m

ittee w
as elected at the 112

thAnnual General M
eeting.  Caroline Snow

 w
as 

elected President for the forthcom
ing year.  Caroline is a corporate law

yer and partner in the law
 firm

, Russells
Law

.  U
nder Caroline’s leadership the M

anagem
ent Com

m
ittee w

ill continue to advocate for w
om

en and continue 
to advocate on the critical issues of hom

elessness, dom
estic violence and gender equality.  As President, Caroline 

also spoke on her objective to em
pow

er w
om

en to access education as a w
ay forw

ard for w
om

en to achieve their 
goals.

W
e thank outgoing President Lyn Buckley for 

everything she has done for N
CW

Q
. 
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At the 2017 annual general m
eeting, the com

m
ittee farew

elled long standing com
m

ittee m
em

bers.  W
e 

publicly thank them
 for their tireless service over m

any years:

PAU
LA IVAN

O
VIC

W
hat w

ould w
e do w

ithout a Treasurer? W
e all agree that Paula has been the unsung hero of the m

anagem
ent 

com
m

ittee over the last 4 years.  

Paula ‘retired’ from
 Telstra after 35 years of service in m

id –
2014 and, by her ow

n account, has busier than 
ever.  Paula has been a m

em
ber of Q

uota International for 27 years w
here she w

as also Treasurer a num
ber of 

tim
es.  This is how

 she becam
e involved w

ith N
CW

Q
.  She w

as also, for a num
ber of years, the Treasurer of the 

Valley Senior Citizens Club.

W
e w

ish Paula a w
ell earned rest and look forw

ard to catching up w
ith her at N

CW
Q

 events.  

M
ARJO

RIE VO
SS O

AM

M
arjorie joined N

CW
Q

 in 2004 as one of tw
o delegates from

 M
U

 Australia.  In 2006 she w
as elected to the 

M
anagem

ent Com
m

ittee and from
 2008 to 2012 she held the position of Vice-President.  M

arjorie has been a 
m

em
ber of Guides Q

ueensland for over 40 years as a Brow
nie Leader, Trainer, Assessor and m

ore.  She has 
also been a m

em
ber of M

U
 Australia for over 50 years holding m

any positions, including M
etropolitan 

Vice-President; Australian Prom
otion &

 Developm
ent Coordinator &

 Caritas Leader and as an Education 
Departm

ent Speaker.  In 2002 she resigned after 23 years, as Assistant Teacher at St.Lucia Kindergarten and 
joined the Q

ueensland W
atch Com

m
ittee (part of ECA Q

LD.)  In the 2014 Q
ueen’s Birthday Honours she w

as 
aw

arded the M
edal of the O

rder of Australia (O
AM

) for “Service to W
om

en, and to Youth through the Guiding 
M

ovem
ent”.

M
arjorie w

ill rem
ain in the im

portant role of N
CW

Q
 Child &

 Fam
ily Adviser.

2017 N
CW

Q
 Conference and Annual General M

eeting: Thank You!

W
e thank M

arjorie Voss (far right) and Paula Ivanovic 
(far back third from

 right) for everything they have done 
for N

CW
Q

 over the years. 



PRESIDEN
T –

CARO
LIN

E SN
O

W

Caroline is a Partner at Russellsand a legal practitioner specialising in m
ergers and acquisitions, capital m

arkets and corporate governance.  Caroline has a keen interest 
in im

proving access to education and support for at risk, disadvantaged and underprivileged w
om

en and children through the form
al education system

 and early 
education.  A m

other to tw
o energetic boys, Caroline understands the challenges of juggling a professional corporate career w

ith
postgraduate study, m

otherhood and 
volunteering.  Caroline is also m

em
ber of the Q

ueensland Law
 Society, the W

om
en Law

yers Association of Q
ueensland and the Governance Institute of Australia.

To read all M
anagem

ent Com
m

ittee profiles, head to the N
CW

Q
 w

ebsite: http://ncw
q.org.au/m

anagem
ent-com

m
ittee
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M
eet the N

CW
Q

 2017/2018 Com
m

ittee M
em

bers

(l-r; N
oela

O
’Donnell AM

, Kathy Cavanagh, Alison M
uir, 

M
argaret Vallance, Pat Burgess, Erin Cunningham

, Christine 
Stew

art, Irene Cayas, Caroline Snow
, Lyn Buckley, G

eorgina 
Pickers; absent:  Steph Carter, Am

y Henderson, Kirsty Levis)



N
utrition Report, 

Septem
ber 2017

The General Assem
bly 

decided 2016-2015 w
ill be the 

Decade of Action on 
N

utrition, recognising the 
need to eradicate hunger and 
prevent all form

s of 
m

alnutrition w
orld-w

ide, 
particularly under 
nourishm

ent; stunting; 
w

asting; underw
eight and 

overw
eight in children under 

5 years of age..…
…

.[to read 
m

ore, click here]
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Child and Fam
ily Report, 

Septem
ber 2017

Dom
estic and Fam

ily 
Violence; Child Abuse and 
N

eglect; Child Sexual Abuse; 
Elder Abuse; Sexual Abuse 
and Assault; Bullying; 
Hom

elessness; Poverty; and 
Suicide. I addressed these 
topics in m

y report last year, 
but has anything im

proved 
during the last tw

elve 
m

onths?.…
…

.[to read m
ore, 

click here]

Environm
ent Report, 

Septem
ber 2017

A range of environm
ental 

issues w
ere researched and 

reported on during the 
year. Threats to Great 
Barrier Reef and global 
w

arm
ing rem

ain m
ajor 

issues. Advocacy w
as 

undertaken on these 

issues...…
…

.[to read m
ore, 

click here]

Consum
er Affairs Report, 

Septem
ber 2017

The Australian Securities 
and Investm

ent 
Com

m
ission (ASIC) is 

prom
oting a free search 

tool intended to re-unite 
$1.1billion in unclaim

ed 
m

oney w
ith its 

ow
ners…

…
.to read m

ore, 
click here]

M
erry Christm

as and a Happy N
ew

 Year from
 all of us at N

CW
Q

! Best w
ishes 

for the holiday season. 

Hum
an Rights Report, 

Septem
ber 2017

In June 2016 the 
Q

ueensland Governm
ent 

established a com
m

ittee to 
enquire into a possible 
Hum

an Rights Act for 
Q

ueensland (popularly 
referred to as a Bill of 
Rights). Victoria, ACT, N

ew
 

Zealand and the U
K have 

their ow
n versions.…

…
…

 
[to read m

ore, click here]

Featured Posts

W
elcom

e to our new
 m

em
bers!

W
elcom

e to N
CW

Q
 Elise Stephenson, Gayle Carrick, Jenny Strong and N

icole Penm
an.

Check out Elise’s blog
Social Good O

utpost here, and w
atch her YouTube Alum

ni Profile here. 



International Relations &
 

Peace Report, Septem
ber 

2017

A tum
ultuous 12 m

onths has 
passed since the last AGM

 
report.

As m
uch as I w

ould 
like to think there have been 
im

provem
ents in global affairs 

things could have been 
better...…

…
.[to read m

ore, 
click here]
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Arts and Letters Report, 
July 2017

Raising spirits
through 

w
riting, reading, responding, 

retrieving rituals, reciting, 
reporting, recognising, 
relating, researching, 
representing, 
recom

m
ending and 

recording is the 
quintessential purpose, 
pulse and heartbeat of the 
w

orld of Arts and Letters!to
read m

ore, click here]

Environm
ent Report, July 

2017

Great Barrier Reef M
arine 

Park Authority has 
confirm

ed an estim
ated 29 

%
 of shallow

 w
ater corals 

died from
 bleaching in 

2016, up from
 the 22 %

 
estim

ated m
id-

2016..…
…

.[to read m
ore, 

click here]

M
erry Christm

as and a Happy N
ew

 Year from
 all of us at N

CW
Q

! Best w
ishes 

for the holiday season. 

Featured Posts

Date claim
er! 

The 2017 N
CW

Q
 Bursaries Fundraising M

orning Tea and Fashion Parade w
ill be held on 18

thO
ctober at Tattersall’s Club! 

The event w
ill start at 10am

. Get your tickets here: http://ncw
q.org.au/ncw

q-bursaries-m
orning-tea-fashion-parade
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Tribute to Philom
ena M

urdoch

Esther Philom
ena M

urdoch passed aw
ay suddenly on 8 August 2017 aged 76, increasing our disbelief  as several 

m
em

bers had seen Philom
ena at a function just a few

 w
eeks earlier. 

Philom
ena w

as w
ell know

n to m
any N

CW
Q

 m
em

bers. She had served as Honorary Secretary from
 2008 to 2011, 

Resources O
fficer from

 2012 to 2013 and continued as an active m
em

ber of the M
anagem

ent Com
m

ittee until 
2016.

She had a deep appreciation and know
ledge of m

eeting procedure and w
as an active participant in m

eetings. Her 
expertise w

as often needed.

Philom
ena w

as alw
ays w

illing to help and w
as actively involved in m

any N
CW

Q
 events and functions over the years.  

Her tasks had ranged w
idely. Like a terrier, she sourced the m

arketing m
aterials and gifts for the W

elcom
e Bags, 

w
hich she prepared for the Parents and Children w

ith Potential Conferences convened by N
CW

Q
, aim

ing to thrill 
the children w

ith the bits and pieces w
hich w

ere now
 theirs. She co-ordinated the w

orkshops presented by Forum
 

Com
m

unicators for our m
em

bers. Her sons w
ere there to assist w

ith the setting up and the m
oving of furniture.

It w
as Philom

ena w
ho w

as alw
ays the first to send an em

ail after an event. They w
ere a joy to receive, as she 

sprinkled her expressive exclam
ation m

arks through her w
ords of congratulations and thanks.  

Philom
ena’s enthusiasm

 w
as infectious and w

e all knew
 of her love of rugby, of the m

any years she gave to 
establish “Backstop House”, a respite centre and her contribution over m

any years to Forum
 Com

m
unicators 

including her role as Dais President from
 1995 to 1997. As Liaison O

fficer of N
CW

Q
 for Braille House, she diligently 

follow
ed their progress, regularly attending functions and reporting back to the Com

m
ittee. 

To honour Philom
ena and her proud Irish heritage w

e ask that “until w
e m

eet again m
ay 

God hold you in the hollow
 of His hand”.

Rest in peace Philom
ena after a life w

ell lived. You w
ill be m

issed.
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Tribute to Daphne
Buckley

O
BE

Daphne
Buckley O

BE, an Honorary Life M
em

ber of the N
ational Council of W

om
en of 

Q
ueensland, passed aw

ay peacefully on 14 Septem
ber 2017. Her funeral w

ill be at Christ 
Church St Lucia at11:00 am

on 21 Septem
ber.

Daphne, a delegate of the Australian Federation of U
niversity W

om
en, w

as N
CW

Q
 President 

from
 1983 –

1986 . She w
as the second President to hold a full tim

e job (Lecturer at the 
U

niversity of Q
ueensland).Daphne

authored
“Th

e N
a

tio
n

a
l C

o
u

n
cil o

f W
o

m
en

 o
f 

Q
u

een
sla

n
d

 -
Th

e Seco
n

d
 Fifty Yea

rs 1
9

5
5

-2
0

0
5) –

a m
ost valuable 

resource.Daphne
stepped dow

n from
 the Executive/M

anagem
ent Com

m
ittee in 2009 

having held various roles including N
ew

sletter Editor.

From
 1978

Daphne
w

as the Vice-Convenor of the International Council Standing Com
m

ittee 
for Econom

ics; from
 1986 –

96 she w
as the Convenor and from

 1996 –
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any years of service to the 
organisation.
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Daphne, Laurel and Val –
all N

CW
Q

 Honorary Life 
M

em
bers –

taken in 2011-2012. 


